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How man becomes infected
Sometimes hogs infected with trichinae pass through the slaughter-house and portions of the affected meat are eaten without thorough cooking. While curing and salting may reduce the possibility of infection, proper cooking of pork is the most reliable way to kill the tiny worms imbedded in the meat.
When uncooked infected pork is eaten by man, the worms are carried into the intestines where they develop and grow to maturity. The females lay their eggs in the intestinal wall, the same as in hogs, and the young worms migrate into the muscles. This sets up a very painful and often fatal disease.
While the introduction of more careful meat inspection, together with new and improved methods of curing, has reduced the occurrence of the disease in man, thorough cooking of all pork products is always advised. The percentage of hogs affected with trichinosis is very small and only an occasional case of the disease in man is reported.
Symptoms of trichinosis in hogs
The symptoms of this disease are variable and of little value in identifying the infection. Recognition of the disease in live sick animals is never attempted. The diagnosis is always made by a microscopic examination of the affected muscle.
Treatment and prevention
There is no treatment for this disease in hogs. It may be prevented by the proper destruction of all hogs and rats that die on the farm. Other animals are not often affected. The prevention of the disease in man is accomplished by careful cooking of all pork products.